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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

2. Claims 1 , 3, 5, 7, and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated 
by Dickie (US Pub 2003/0041206). With respect to claim 1 , Dickie teaches a cradle for 
a portable terminal comprising: a desk-top housing (104); a cradle housing (120) 
having a recess (see Fig. 3) for cradling the portable terminal (102, [0016] line 1), the 
cradle housing being mounted in the desk-top housing such that a lower portion (300) of 
the cradle housing is retractable within ([0023] lines 1-6) and protractible out from 
([0022] lines 4-5) the desk-top housing; and an optical system (304, see [0024] lines 5- 
9) mounted within the cradle housing and emitting a beam in a predetermined direction, 
wherein the beam projects information from the portable terminal cradled within the 
cradle housing (the optical system mounted within the cradle housing and on the 
portable terminal inherently projects away from the portable terminal, see Fig. 3 and 
[0024]). 

3. With respect to claim 3, Dickie teaches wherein the desk-top housing comprises 
a display unit (110), at least one key disposed adjacent to the display unit (114), and at 
least one lamp (124) disposed adjacent to the key and the display unit. 
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4. With respect to claim 5, Dickie teaches, wherein the optical system (310) is 
mounted within a side of the lower rear portion of the cradle housing (see Fig. 3). 

5. With respect to claim 6, Dickie teaches wherein the optical system (304) is 
concealed in the desk-top housing when the cradle housing is retracted within the desk- 
top housing and is exposed when the cradle housing is protracted out from the desk-top 
housing (see Fig. 1 , where the optical system is unconcealed, and Fig. 2, 3 where is it 
concealed). 

6. With respect to claim 7, Dickie teaches wherein the cradle housing is rotatably 
mounted within the desk-top housing (see Fig. 3, the housing can rotate around various 
axis such as the latch 210 as seen in Fig. 3). 

7. With respect to claim 8, Dickie teaches wherein only a rear section of the lower 
portion of the cradle housing is retractable within and protractible out from the desk-top 
housing (see Fig. 3, the latch side of portion 300 would extend outward when the latch 
is in an open position, see also [0023] 1-6). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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9. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dickie 
(US Pub 2003/0041206) in view of Block et al. (PN 5,1 13,403). Dickie teaches the 
device as applied to claim 1 above, but lacks specific teaching of a laser beam 
projector. Block teaches a laser beam projector (110) for communicating data between 
electronic devices. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to 
use the laser data transmission device of Block with docking cradle of Dickie for the 
benefit forming a high bandwidth wireless connection with the portable device when 
docked. 

Response to Arguments 

10. Applicant's arguments filed 7/21/2005 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. With respect to claim 1, Applicant alleges that the beam cannot project 
from the portable terminal when the desktop housing conceals it. If the optical system is 
taken to be the IR receiver at the first end 304 of the portable terminal, then the beam 
from the optical system does in fact project from said portable terminal. The optical 
system is mounted on the portable terminal, which is mounted in the cradle housing; 
therefore the optical system is also mounted within the cradle housing. 

1 1 . With respect to claim 8, the Examiner maintains the rejection. See paragraph 
0022 and 0023 of Dickie that clearly states that "a movable platform 300 is positioned 
within an opening of the docking cradle 120 ... and securely held in place by release 
latch 210" and "when the user wishes to dock the PDA 102, the user slides the latch 
210 toward open position "open", which releases the platform 300." It is apparent that 
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when the latch is moved to the open position, the spring 302 would bias the rear part of 
the platform 300 out from the desktop housing. The housing lip 306 would restrain the 
front end of the platform only allowing the rear section to protract out. 
12. The Examiner withdraws the objection to the term "rotatably" since the applicant 
has provided in his arguments filed 7/21/2005 the definition to be used for said term. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Corey M. Broussard whose telephone number is 571 
272 2799. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynn Feild can be reached on 571 272 2092. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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